
 

 

CONCEPT NOTE FOR KARAMOJA CULTURAL EVENT- AMUDAT CHAPTER, 

SEPTEMBER, 2019 

 

Karamoja Cultural Association - KCA is a Non-Governmental Organization based in 

Karamoja Sub-region in Uganda.  The organization was established in November 2013 on the 

grounds of re-building, celebrating and promoting positive Karimojong cultural aspects to 

enhance sustainable development. 

 

Aware that the Karamoja sub-region is made of the nine districts of Moroto, Napak, 

Nakapiripirit, Nabilatuk, Amudat, Abim, Kotido, Kaabong and Karenga which are endowed with 

beautiful and rich culture, beautiful scenery and mineral.   

The Karimojong people are resilient who have penetrated through the pain of cattle rustling, 

poverty, high illiteracy rates, and marginalization since colonial era as well as lagged behind 

development due to the social cultural economic barriers. Some of this social cultural economic 

barriers include - : FGM, GBV, ECM, forced marriages, wife inheritance, other contributing 

factors like child labour, violence against children, teenage pregnancies, alcoholism etc. These 

have been barriers to the prevention and response to go back to school campaign, SRH/HIV, 

GBV, ending violence against children, and ending violence against women. The positive 

cultural aspects currently are on the verge of being invisible and negative portrayed within and 

outside several networks. 

 

Karamoja Cultural Association recognizes that the Karimojong people are taking small steps 

every day of their lives to cause social positive cultural aspects have not so much been 

recognized and given enough space in the development arena hence a need for a platform that 

will identify, document and showcase the positive aspects and efforts of the Karimojong people. 

The theme for this year is: Appreciation of cultural identities and reduction of the Socio-

cultural, economic barriers for development.  

 

Background Karamoja Cultural Event 

Karamojong Cultural Event (KCE) is one of the annual activities under KCA (Karamoja Cultural 

Association), launched in July 2014 by the Karamoja leadership in Moroto Municipality, Moroto 

District.  The event brings together all the Karimojong people from the nine districts of Moroto, 

Napak, Kotido, Nakapiripirit, Nabilatuk, Kaabong, Karenga, Abim and Amudat (Political 

leaders, religious leaders, civil servants, civil society, Media houses, Students and Pupils, Elders, 

Women, Youth, etc) to reflect, share and learn from one another, advocate and celebrate the 

Karimojong culture.  The event seeks to utilize the Karimojong strength to appreciate and 

harness the opportunities at hand to amplify development so as to minimize the weaknesses and 

threats. 

 

 

 



 

The KCE provides an opportunity for all stakeholders (Local Governments, Civil Society 

Organizations, NGOs, Cultural Groups, Institutions, Corporate Agencies, etc.) to learn and 

celebrate the Karimojong culture in promoting sustainable development.  It provides an 

opportunity for the Karimojong Women, Youth, and elderly groups to show case the different 

traditional dances, plays, poems, foods, totems, symbols, signs, traditional outfits, identifying 

and show case talent among others. 

 

The Karimojong people, especially the current generation of Men, Women, Youth and Children 

both literate and illiterate have limited knowledge on origin, cultural norms, values, beliefs, and 

practice among others.  The Karimojong Cultural Event is intended to attract and involve the 

Karimojong people and her friends, Government institutions, civil society Organizations, NGOs, 

and corporate agencies to build a sustainable cultural platform, to strengthen and celebrate the 

Karimojong culture, bridge the knowledge and relationship gap between the literate, illiterate, 

old and young men and women within the region.  The event will also strengthen the spirit of 

togetherness and unity. 

 

Above all, the annual event will create avenue for the Karimojong people to identify their 

strengths and opportunities which can be used for the betterment of Karimoja region and Uganda 

as a Country. 

KCE will identify through a competitive process the Karamoja ambassadors (Mr. and Miss 

Culture) every year to promote self-esteem, identity and knowledge among the Karimojong 

people. 

Key Activities: 

 Campaign and Publicity of KCE; The organizing committee together with KCA 

extensively publicize the event months prior to the event through social media, radio talk 

shows, spot messages, mobilization, letters and public rallies. 

 

 Karamoja Dialogue; “Talk Karamoja” Elders and community dialogue hour.  Men, 

Women and youth dialogue with elders on issues related to Karimojong values, beliefs and 

practices on the eve to the Karamojong Cultural Day where the resolutions are developed 

and delivered to stakeholders and public on the final day.  KDF entered partnership with 

KCA to annually facilitate this activity.  This year we plan to dialogue with the elders on the 

social cultural and economic harmful practices that have critically played a big role in 

rallying behind the under development of Karamoja and poor indicators at all levels. 

 

 We plan to dialogue with the elders on the top most issues in the agenda of Karamoja for 

development. This include ending violence against children, ending violence against 

women, go back to school and stay in school campaign, alcoholism, early child marriages 

and forced marriages, peace and conflict resolution, increasing the literacy levels and 

skilling the communities .The other concerns for discussion will be focused on promotion of 



 

social and economic development at all levels with a focus on diversifying the livelihoods of 

the pastoralist communities. 

 

 The organizing committee works with KDF and KDF takes lead in organizing and 

facilitating the dialogue. 

 

THE ROLE OF KDF 

- Identify rapporteurs, in consultation with organizing committee  

- Develop the structure and approach of the dialogue 

- Host the dialogue 

- Identify a facilitation with organizing committee, mobilize and invite leaders and 

critical stakeholders 

- Provide (limited) refreshments 

- Document the discussions (write ups, pictures and videos) 

 

 Karamoja Ambassador;   Mr and Miss Culture.  This takes place on the eve to Karamoja 

Cultural Day where Karamoja identifies, selects, presents, awards and enthrones culture 

ambassadors.  It has coupled with comedy, performances and many more entertainment. 

 

 Karamoja Culture Night; Time for all to extract the Karimojong dance, network, 

socialize and build strong relations, this happens after the crowning of Karamoja 

Ambassadors 

 

 Karamoja Cultural Day; 

- Cultural match and exhibition 

- “Arotoki Karimojong” all the Karimojong people and friends of Karamoja gather to 

have Karimojong culture walk which includes dancing celebration and jubilation. 

- “Eriamun lo tal yok”  all Karimojong people, her friends, Government agencies, civil 

society, INGOs, FBOs, Corporate agencies convene and participate in the traditional 

performance including; 

i. Cultural Prayers  

ii. Theme presentation 

iii. Presentation of dialogue resolutions 

iv. Traditional dances 

v. Presentation of cultural food to different ethnic groups 

vi. Recognition and motivation of Karamoja Ambassadors. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Executive Summary 

Project Title Project Title Karamoja Cultural Event (KCE) 2019 

Organization/Address  Karamoja Cultural Association (KCA), P.O Box 124 Moroto, email: 

eyoktal@gmail.com 

Project Time Frame  5
th

 - 8
th

 September 2019 

Goal  A United, Knowledgeable and progressive Karimojong society 

Objectives  i. To build a cultural education platform for the 

Karimojong people 

ii. To strengthen and celebrate the positive Karimojong 

values, norms, beliefs, practices and ideologies  

iii. To bridge the knowledge and relationship gap between 

the old and the young, men and women, literate and 

illiterate in Karamoja region 

iv. To facilitate social and economic development in 

Karamoja through culture 

Summary of activities i. Cultural campaign and publicity 

ii. Karamoja dialogue 

iii. Mr and Miss culture 

iv. Karamoja culture night 

v. Karamoja cultural day 

vi. Eriamun Lo Tal Yok 

Venue  Amudat Town Council Karamoja Sub-region 

Target  Karimojong leadership, elders, women, men, youth and children.  

Government institutions, Civil societies, NGOs, Corporate agencies, 

etc. 

Estimated cost Three Hundred Fifty Million shillings only (350,000,000) 

Address/Contact  Alfred Logwe- Chairperson Steering Committee KCA- Amudat 

Chapter - +256782463175  
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